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Notice 



The attached document contains classified National Security Council 
Information. It is to be read and discussed only by persons authorized by 
law. 

Your signature acknowledges you are such a person and you promise you 
will show or discuss information contained in the document only with 
persons who are authorized by law to have access to this document. 

Persons handling this document acknowledge he or she knows and 
understands the security law relating thereto and will cooperate fully with 
any lawful investigation by the United States Government into any 
unauthorized disclosure of classified information contained herein. 
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SECRET 


THE WHITE HOUSE — 

WASHINGTON 


April 2, 1984 


System II 
90421 


Executive Registry 


— MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
THE SECRETARY OP DEFENSE 

THE DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 
THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
THE REPRESENTATIVE TO TH| UNITED NATIONS 
THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
TUB DIRECTOR, ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT 
AGENCY 


SUBJECT: 


U . S . Initiative to Ban Chemical Weapons 


The attached National Security Decision Directive refl e ct s the 
President 1 a decision to put forward during the current session 
of the Geneva Conference on Disarmament a draft treaty for a 
comprehensive, worldwide ban on chemi c al weapons. CS) 
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US INITIATIVE TO BAH CHEMICAL WEAPONS 


After consultations with the National *SgcuTity Council* ;x have 
decided that the United States Government shall put ^TC$vard in 
theGeneva Conference on Disarmament before it'recesses 

Aprils 28 a sdraft treaty for a com pr ehenfiye, vorldvidehan on 
chemical weapons fCIf) . * Concurrently , ‘the US Ttelegataffen sha 1 1 
propose to the Soviet Union complementary bilateral ‘dizcu^aions , 
leas formal than those conducted in *to Vbrx but special 

bilateral arrangements to enhance the chances o£ Soviet compliance 
.Kith a Multilateral treaty. Before signing a multi Lateral CM 
treaty, implementation pf verification procedures, a£& agreement 
between the US and the U^SR on the acctefacy and cctt$&u$mi«*s of 
the required declamtKme of stockpiles and facilities , it 


{ 


Verification of a chemical weapons ban Remains a challenging 
task requiring that Ve develop, present apd negotiate the . most 
effective non! tor lag end enf or cement packages possible. This 
must be a continuing process. To achieve s chemical, weapons ban 
that wot^ld advance the national security interests of the United 
States, we will have to take the lead ip promoting bold, sound 
verification procedures. For that reason, I have deci$ed that 
we. should be willing: to take the initiative by propois^ng an 
anywherq- anytime challenge inspect ion v regime for al J, "military or 
government owned or controlled facilities. .The purppse Qf this 
measure is to enhaaoh 'deterrence by cre^tinga grel^trVrlsk 
that violations Will 9 bd detected and exposed, and in the event of 
^ violation to provide the evidence necessary for an appropriate 
response. To implement such a provisiS^’will require, the 
development of - security measures which minimize risk "to sensitive 
facilities not related 1 to chemical weSppns. Agreement on such an 
approach could prove to be a major step in both arms control and 
gpn£idence«building. ' (S) • ^ > 

Bvery effort must be made to prevent an^ deter the development r 
despite a CM ban. Of a covert weapons t^pability and to insure 
that the threat from any such violation is minimized by 
maintaining a strong overall U.S. and alliance defense posture 
and by developing necessary countermeasures or responses to 
violations of all kinds. Sustaining a strong deterrent and 
^ia f egua ^d s ^regime is important both befjpre and after conclusion 
Msf an agreement. (S) 
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(5) Develop a program to insure that appropriate security 

measures are Bxasiied vhicb could siainz© risk, to sensitive 
non-rCW related facilities in the face of possible challenge 
inspections on short notice. 

i€) Examine whether or not limitations on chemical defense 

equipment, training, forces, etc. wo^ld enhance. ere. detract 
fr oy car security in an arms control regime banning chemicaL 
weapons. 

(7> Develop a strategy which makes clear the importance of 
our CW modernization program to deterrence and to our 
negotiations and insures continuation of that program 
ujvti 1 such time as these weapons are effectively banned. 
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